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Describe your institution as follows:

1. Geographic setting (rural, urban, etc.)

2. Four-year institutions in proximity, if any.

3. Other community colleges in proximity if they are in multi-campus district.

4. Any other distinguishing characteristics of the institution.

Please link hyperlinks below for more information
Located in the heart of Silicon Valley, California, De Anza College serves nearly 30,000 students a year in a dynamic and culturally diverse region. The college’s outstanding transfer and workforce preparation programs draw students from throughout California, the nation and the world. 
Additionally, the college's vibrant student life – including intercollegiate athletics – and signature commitments to equity and civic engagement contribute to an environment that fosters high student retention and success rates. With an outstanding reputation for academic excellence and innovative student services, De Anza College is an institution that has deep roots in Silicon Valley, and a broad reach that extends around the world.
The college is located on 112 acres in Cupertino, CA, south of San Francisco. The area has been shaped by global influences including the high-tech industry, venture capital and diverse communities of immigrants from around the globe. It is a paradoxical region of immense economic growth and opportunity on one hand and poverty and exclusion on the other. De Anza College stands as an important regional hub for educating students who come from marginalized communities and for helping address the social problems of exclusion, housing insecurity and income inequality that increasingly affect the lives of our students and surrounding communities.
De Anza College is a top choice among all colleges and universities for students graduating from the Fremont Union High School District, San José Unified School District and East Side Union High School District 
Four-year institutions in proximity include San Jose State University, Santa Clara University, and Stanford University; and nearby community colleges include Foothill College (Foothill-De Anza Community College District); West Valley College and Mission College (West Valley-Mission Community College District); and San Jose City College and Evergreen College (San Jose-Evergreen Community College District). The Top 5 UC transfer locations for De Anza College students are: Davis, Berkeley, San Diego, Irvine and UCLA; while the Top 5 CSU transfer destinations are San José, San Francisco, East Bay, Sacramento, and Long Beach.

OTHER UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS
De Anza consistently ranks at or near the top in community college transfers to four-year institutions, according to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office. Transfers to the University of California increased 24% from 2013-14 to 2017-18 and transfers to California State University campuses increased 16% in the same period, even though student headcount decreased at De Anza as it has at other community colleges.
A case study by the California Community Colleges Research and Planning Group (RP Group) concluded that De Anza’s high transfer rate is attributable to its strategic approach to institutional development; its encouragement and support of academic excellence and achievement; its tradition of innovation; and its experimentation with ways to integrate student services with instruction.
De Anza’s student body is highly diverse: Students identifying as Asian American, Filipinx or Pacific Islander represent 48% of the fall 2018 enrollment. Latinx students were 27% of total enrollment and African American students were 4%. The enrollment rate for these groups is higher than those groups are represented in the county population.

STUDENT SUCCESS
De Anza awarded 2,700 degrees and 300 certificates this past year. More than 900 students transferred to a UC and more than 1,600 transferred to a CSU in 2017-18. More than 300 transferred to independent or out-of-state universities in 2016-17, the most recent year for which information is available.
De Anza has numerous specialized programs that support students, including The Student Success Center offers extensive peer tutoring in math, science, english and other subjects.
The Office of Outreach provides early contact at the high school level and continued support at De Anza for De Anza College Promise students and students from historically underrepresented communities in the region.
Learning Communities provide a supportive network of classmates, instructors and advisers for students who share a common experience or interest – including first-generation college students, young men of color and many others.

STATEWIDE DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING THE COLLEGE
Student-Centered Funding Formula
De Anza College ranks above the statewide average on several metrics of the Student-Centered Funding Formula, including:
Students receiving Pell Grants – 27% of student body, compared with 19% statewide
Students receiving Promise grants (California College Promise) – 46% of student body, compared with 43% statewide
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Overall completion rate – 61.2% at De Anza, compared with 48.2% statewide
Remedial English completion rate – 69% at De Anza, compared with 48.7% statewide
CTE completion rates – 57.1% at De Anza, compared with 55.1% statewide
Transfer-level math completion rate – 36% in one year at De Anza and 52% in two years, compared with 30.4% statewide
Remedial math completion rate – 53.4% at De Anza, compared with 36.5% statewide 

AB 705
De Anza is highlighted as one of the top five colleges in the state in increasing access to transfer level math and one of the top three colleges to increase the percentage of students who completed a transfer-level math course in fall 2018, according to a Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) report on AB 705 enrollment and success.

KEY INITIATIVES AND PROGRAMS
De Anza College Promise
De Anza College’s College Promise Program offers two years of free tuition and fees plus $1,000 toward books and materials ($500 each year) for all eligible students.
The program is open to California residents – or those eligible for exemption from nonresident tuition – who are first-time college students, attending full-time starting in fall 2019, and list De Anza on their FAFSA or California Dream Act Application form.
Students also get free transportation with the VTA SmartPass.

Food, Housing and Transportation Resources
De Anza College has increased its efforts to assist students who are struggling to meet basic needs for food and shelter.
The Office of Outreach operates a Food Pantry program that provides nonperishable food items, toiletries and feminine hygiene products, as well as emergency vouchers and prepared foods. The office also coordinates assistance with applications for CalFresh benefits.
While De Anza doesn’t operate student housing, the college can refer students to community organizations that provide services such as helping homeless individuals find long-term housing and coordinating safe overnight parking sites for individuals living in their cars.
All De Anza students are eligible for the SmartPass, which allows them to ride free on the Santa Clara Valley Transit system after paying one small fee for the quarter.

Free and Low-Cost Textbooks
De Anza College is a partner with the OpenStax project at Rice University, which works to promote the use of free, peer-reviewed textbooks for college courses.
Students can easily find courses that use free or low-cost books and materials by looking for classes marked with a green icon in college course listings.
De Anza was ranked seventh on OpenStax’s national “Top 10” list of schools that have served the most students with the adoption of its free college textbooks.

Math Performance Success
De Anza has earned national recognition for its innovative Math Performance Success (MPS) program. MPS serves 350-500 students each quarter with embedded counselors, peer tutors, extended instruction time, and activities outside the classroom such as workshops and field trips.
MPS results include higher course success rates (15-18 percentage points higher than students who aren’t in MPS) and significant narrowing of the “equity gap” or difference in success rates for African American, Latinx and Filipinx/Pacific Islander students, as compared to students in other demographic groups.
This program has supported the success of AB 705 placement policies at De Anza.

Online Education
Pre-COVID, online enrollment at De Anza nearly doubled over the previous four years, from 12% of total enrollment to 22%. In the same period, success rates in online courses increased 2% from 72% to 74%.

Sustainable Campus
De Anza was the first community college to be certified as a Bay Area Green Business, and is committed to using sustainable building methods and materials. Nine buildings have been certified as meeting national LEED standards.
LEED Platinum: Kirsch Center for Environmental Studies, Media & Learning Center
LEED Silver: Baldwin Winery, Visual & Performing Arts Center
LEED Certified: East Cottage, Multicultural Center, Registration & Student Services Building, Science Center and Seminar Building
The campus also includes a 3,000-seat stadium, a physical education and aquatics complex, and a state-of-the-art planetarium. The Visual & Performing Arts Center includes a 400-seat performance hall and the Euphrat Museum of Art, which offers classes and hosts exhibitions of student and professional art for the campus and broader community.

ACCREDITATION
In June 2018, the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges reaffirmed De Anza’s accreditation for the full seven-year cycle through 2024, with no deficiencies or recommendations, after considering the findings of an evaluation team that visited the campus and the information in a follow-up report the college submitted after the visit.

